Past and present perspectives on cocaine in Britain.
Thanks to the Rolleston Report of 1926, the prescription of opiates and cocaine was allowed in the United Kingdom to physicians who treated addicted people. Until 1960 there were only a few cases per annum. However, this regulation strongly encouraged the immigration of addicts and in specialized clinics great amounts of cocaine were used. This changed speedily when one understood that this was not the right method, and the prescription of cocaine-injections disappeared in 1968. Afterwards began the illegal use of cocaine and greater and greater amounts were seized by Customs and police. The official number of cocaine-addicted people is however very low. At this time, the Police of the United Kingdom cannot yet decide if there is a beginning cocaine-epidemic or if cocaine should still be considered as a secondary drug.